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THAT TPAO PLANS TO BEGIN EXPLORATORY ACTIVITIES IN THE AEGEAN 
IN THE COMING MONTHS, AND EXPECTS TO START ACTUAL DRILLING IN 
THE SECOND PART OF THE YEAR. END SUMMARY. 

1. MINISTER OF ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES CAHIT KAYRA, IN 
A STATEMENT TO THE SEMI-OFFICIAL ANATOLIAN NEWS AGENCY ON 
APRIL 16, SAID THE AREAS UNDER LICENSE TO THE TURKISH PETROLEUM 
CORPORATION (TPAO) ARE WITHIN THE LIMITS OF THE TURKISH 
CONTINENTAL SHELF, AND THAT NEW LICENSES HAD RECENTLY BEEN 
ISSUED TO ENLARGE THE ORIGINAL PROSPECTING AREA (REF B). 

2. KAYRA REPORTEDLY SAID THE CONTINENTAL SHELF WAS A NATURAL 
EXTENSION OF THE TURKISH MAINLAND, AND THEREFORE THE EXPLOITABLE 
RESOURCES LYING IN THIS REGION BELONG TO THE TURKISH STATE. 
ACCORDING TO THE PRESS, KAYRA SAID THE PROSPECTING WORK BY 

TAPO WOULD BE CARRIED OUT IN TWO STAGES. "IN THE FIRST STAGE 
WE WILL ESTABLISH THE SPOTS WHERE OIL LAYERS MAY EXIST BY 
MEANS OF PROSPECTING WORK CALLED SEISMIC ACTIVITIES'. 

THIS WORK IS DONE WITH SPECIAL SHIPS DESIGNED FOR THE PURPOSE. 

THE TPAO WILL ENGAGE IN THESE ACTIVITIES DURING THESE MONTHS. 
ACCORDING TO THE RESULTS OBTAINED FROM THEM, WE EXPECT TO 
START DRILLING ACTIVITIES IN THE SECOND PART OF THE YEAR, 

BEGINNING IN JUNE." 

3. COMMENT: KAYRA’S STATEMENT, WHILE CONTAINING NO NEW 
THEMES, IS THE FIRST PUBLIC CONFIRMATION BY HIGH-LEVEL GOT 
OFFICIAL THAT TPAO PLANS TO BEGIN EXPLORATORY ACTIVITIES IN 
THE AEGEAN SOON (REF C). AS REPORTED IN REF A, HOWEVER, THE 
TURKS THEMSELVES DO NOT HAVE THE TECHNICAL CAPABILITY TO 
CONDUCT THE OPERATIONS WITHOUT THE ASSISTANCE OF A FOREIGN FIRM, 
A MATTER NOT MENTIONED BY KAYRA. 
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